
COMPARISON OF DAEO AND IG FUNCTIONS


INCOMING ETHICS MATTERS 

Function DAEO IG Both Other 

counseling employees on “prospective” matters 

receiving random ethics calls and walk-in visits from 
employees 

receiving hot line ethics calls 

notifying ethics officials about ethics hot line calls 

REVIEWING/ SCREENING ETHICS MATTERS 

Function DAEO IG Both Other 

counseling employees on “after the fact” matters 

conducting preliminary (threshold) inquiry into ethics 
hot line calls 

conducting preliminary (threshold) inquiry based on 
other sources 

weeding out non-meritorious matters 

referring criminal matter to IG for investigation 

referring regulatory matter to IG for investigation 

notifying ethics officials or management when an 
investigation is declined 
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INVESTIGATING ETHICS MATTERS 

Function DAEO IG Both Other 

investigating criminal allegations 

investigating regulatory allegations 

providing support to investigators by interpreting 
criminal conflicts laws and developing facts 

providing support to investigators by interpreting 
ethics regulations and developing facts 

training investigator staff on the elements of a 
violation 

keeping ethics records – training and advice 

providing documentary support to investigators, e.g., 
by furnishing training records, written advice, 
documented post-employment briefings 

providing support to investigators through analysis of 
financial disclosure reports 

preparing investigative report 

consulting on draft investigative report 

notifying ethics officials or management of the 
results of an investigation 

REFERRING AND REPORTING CRIMINAL MATTERS 

Function DAEO IG Both Other 

referring criminal matter to DOJ as required by

28 U.S.C. § 535


notifying OGE of criminal referrals as required by 
5 C.F.R § 2638.603 

notifying ethics official of criminal referral 
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TAKING FOLLOW UP ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION 

Function DAEO IG Both Other 

ensuring that administrative action is taken after 
declination of prosecution by DOJ 

ensuring that administrative action is taken regarding 
regulatory violations 

notifying OGE of administrative action taken 

notifying DAEO of administrative action taken 

IMPROVING THE ETHICS PROGRAM 

Function DAEO IG Both Other 

maintaining liaison with OGE 

auditing ethics program systems 

single issue audits of ethics issues 

referral to DOJ for knowingly and willfully failing to 
file a financial disclosure report 

referral to DOJ for knowingly and willfully falsifying 
information in a financial disclosure report 

enforcing 31 U.S.C. § 1353 (travel payments 
accepted from a non-Federal source) 

reporting allegations of fraud, waste, and abuse 

training and counseling IG employees on ethics laws 
and regulations 

providing ethics officials with audit reports that have 
ethics implications 
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